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Abstract

Triumphalist portraits of large language models (LLMs) boast that language models have mastered a level 
of language understanding that natural language processing (NLP) researchers have laboured for years to 
attain using complex architectures consisting of diverse component models that each require large amounts of 
training data.

Do they?  How do we know?  And, if so, how do they manage this?
In this talk, we will examine some recent results in relation to LLMs that cast doubt upon these claims, while 
affirming the utility of LLMs in present-day NLP.
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