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Humanity suffered a wide range of health concerns until we gained understanding of the inner-workings of the human body, and 
the nature of pathogens that threaten it. We lack an equivalent understanding of our economy, leaving many nations vulnerable to 
supply chain disruptions, volatile energy markets, declines in soil fertility, shifting global trade policy, and a litany of other social 
and environmental challenges. These challenges will likely remain unresolved until we address the economic flaws responsible 
for their creation. Drawing from thirty years of research and practice in business, economics, and ecology, this seminar outlines 
three foundational components governing sustainable, tariff-proof, economies—diversity, energy, and trade. The identification of 
these foundational (governing) components, and the dynamic relationships between them, is the central theme of this talk. This 
talk presents a fresh perspective on the structure of a sustainable economy, as well as traditional and nontraditional measures of 
economic productivity, the role of economic succession in stimulating productivity, an ecological explanation of the wealth gap, and 
the natural geography of a sustainable economy.

Rather than perceive tariffs and volatile energy markets as threats, how might nations navigate around such forces while increasing 
GDP and resilience. The talk closes with a path for economic restoration, with case studies from the U.S., Ecuador, Sri Lanka, Italy, 
and elsewhere. Policy implications are provided for national and local levels. To guide the public’s attention and resources toward 
building a sustainable economy, and to catalyze change, the structure of a sustainable economy must first be understood. And the 
paths toward economic restoration must be clearly visible.
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